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MATERCARE (MCI)  

THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY - ETHICAL HENCE HUMAN

WARSAW, POLAND

OCTOBER 10TH - 14TH 2007

THEME;    Linking Obstetrical Practice with Respect for Motherhood and the Culture of life

ORGANISATION and SPONSORSHIPS; 


The conference was sponsored by Fundacja MaterCare Poland, chaired by the founder, Professor Bogdan Chazan, and very well organised by Mrs Maria Srodon, MCI’s Executive Coordinator for Eastern Europe, with the help of medical  student volunteers and assisted by MaterCare International office staff.

REGISTRANTS


Two hundred and forty  registered for all or part of the conference of which 80 were doctors, and of these 40 were obstetricians and gynaecologists  from, 14 countries, mostly from Warsaw but 24 from eastern Poland but also from Russia (13 from Moscow and one from St Petersburg, half of whom were orthodox), 1 from Cuba, 1 from the Czech Republic, 3 from Ukraine, 2 from Latvia, 6 from Lithuania, and 5 from Byelorussia.  

PROGRAMME


Wednesday 10th October 



Opening Mass celebrated by  Rev Marcin Zurek, Priest in charge of Pastoral care 


of Medical Students.  Homily  “The Fatherhood of God as the origin of all”.



Welcome 




Professor R. L. Walley, Founder and Executive Director MaterCare International 



and Professor Bogdan Chazan, Chair MaterCare Poland 



 Session I  
Opening address.  The Dignity of Motherhood, Dr Wanda Poltawska, 



(Poland), Member for the Pontifical Academy for Life.  


Thursday 11th October  



Morning mass celebrated by H. E Archbishop Henryk Hoser, Secretary of the Pontifical 


Congregation for Evangelisation of the Peoples, who is also a medical doctor.   



Session II 
The Foundations of Obstetrical Practice. 




Key-note Address, Archbishop Hoser. The Implications for the Practice of 



Obstetrics of the  Encyclicals Evangelium Vitae and Deus Caritas Est. 

 




A Scriptural Reflection on Healing. Rev Richard Taylor, Professor of Scripture at 


the Pontifical University of St Thomas, Rome.  




Conscience and Moral Discernment, Msgr Maurizio Calipari, Ecclesiastical 



Assistant of the World Federation of Catholic Medical Associations (FIAMC) 



and Professor of Bioethics at the Pontifical Academy for Life, Rome.




Courage in Obstetrical Practice



Session III 
Human Dignity and Fertility




Valuing Sexuality and Fertility, Mr Marijo Zivkovic of the Family Centre, 



Zagreb.




Contraception as an Abuse of Fertility and Sexuality.  Dr Magdalena Szymanska 



Medical Academy, Bialystok, Poland).




The Scientific Foundations of Fertility Awareness. Dr Marian Gabrys Medical 



University, Wroclaw, Poland




Fertility Awareness in Practice. (Billings Method ).  Dr Paola Pellicano, Sacred 



Heart University, Rome.




Fertility Awareness for the Achievement of Pregnancy and Overcoming 




Infertility (NaproTechnology). Dr Philip Boyle, Ireland.


Friday 12th October



Morning Mass celebrated by Rev Andrzej Rebacz, Secretary, Family Commission, 


Polish Bishop’s Conference


 Session IV 
The Culture of Life and Obstetrical Practice




Mutual Sensitivity in the Relationship between the Obstetricians and the Mother. 



Professor  Bogdan Chazan.





Humanising the Practice of Obstetrics.  Dr Thomas Dmochowski, Obstetrician 



and gynaecologist, Warsaw.  




The Birthing Home as a Return to the Tradition of Maternity Homes.  




Ms Kataryna  Grzybowska. Midwife, Warsaw.




Maternal and Child Mortality. Drawing conclusions form Trends. Professor Jan 



Oleszczuk, Institute of Maternal  and  Child Health, Warsaw. 




Caesarean section and other obstetrical procedures - The Interests of the 




the  Mother, Child and oObstetrician.  Dr Jerzy Leibschang.  Obstetrician and 



Gynaecologist, Holy Family Hospital, Warsaw. 




The Newborn as a Patient. Professor Jacek Rudnicki, Neonatologist, Szeczin, 



Poland.




The Courage to Defend Human Dignity, Examples in Practice.  




Sr Ewa Jedrzejak SMCB 



Session V  
Valuing Human life in Difficult Situations




Ethics of Prenatal Diagnosis, Dr Helen Watt, Director, The Linacre Centre, 



London




Prenatal diagnosis and Psychological Considerations. Dr Dorota Kornas Biela




Director of Institute of Studies on the Family, Catholic University of Lublin




Palliative Care in Perinatology as an Alternative to Eugenic Abortion. Dr Sylvie 



de Kermadek, Scientific Committee, Lejeune Foundation




Care and Compassion in Miscarriage and Stillbirth.  Dr Agata Rusak




Psychologist, Holy Family Hospital, Warsaw




Ethical Practice and Severe Complications of Pregnancy. Rev George Woodall




Professor of Moral Theology and Bioethics,  Pontifical University, Regina 



Apostolorum, Rome 



Session VI
Conscience and Obstetrical Practice



Tribute to the late Archbishop Kazimierz Majdański, Founder of the Institute of 



the Holy Family and Institute of Studies on the Family




The Idea of MaterCare International.  Professor R. L. Walley, Founder and 



Executive Director, MaterCare International, Honorary Research Professor of 



Obstetrics and Gynaecology  




Requests for contraception: Pastoral Advice.  Rev. Jarosław Szymczak, Institute 



of Studies on the Family, University of Cardinal 
Stefan Wyszyński.  Poland




Requests for Contraception : A Doctor's Advice, Dr Józef Fąk, Obstetrician 



Gynaecologist, Member of MaterCare Poland


Saturday October 13th  Session VII:  Consequences of the Reproductive Health Agenda




Endocrine Irregularities after Hormonal Contraceptives, Dr Marek Ślusarski




Obstetrician and Gynaecologist, Poland




Cervical Damage on Prolonged - Use of Contraceptives. Prof. Jolanta 




Kuprijańczyk, Poland




Abortion and Breast Cancer Link, Prof. Wenancjusz Domagała  Pathologist, 



Medical University, Szczecin




The Psychological Aftermath of Contraception and Abortion.  Dr Beata Rusiecka




Psychologist, The Children’s Ombudsman in Poland




The Effect of Abortion on the Moral Character of the Doctor.  Dr Lech Szyndler, 



Philosopher.




Session VIII:  Challenging the Status Quo




The Responsibility of the Catholic Obstetrician.  Dr Monika Wójcik 




Co-founder of the Institute of the Holy Family, Łomianki. Poland




MaterCare International Activities, Linking Peace with Respect for Motherhood 



and the Culture of Life.
  Dr R. L. Walley




From History to the Future – a Note on Catholic Ob-gyns.   Professor.Michał 



Troszyński retired  Polish National Consultant in Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 



Founding  member, MaterCare Poland

CONCLUSION


This is the sixth international conference organised by MCI for Catholic obstetricians and gynaecologists and the second for those from post communist countries of central Europe, the first being in Zagreb in June of this year.   At the first such meeting in Rome in 2001 a common comment made be registrants was “ I did not realise that I wasn’t the only Catholic ob/gyn who felt lonely and marginalised professionally”.  At this conference the comment made by one registrant  was that “this was the first professional conference he had ever attended where spiritual, bioethical, and professional  subjects were discussed together. The subjects presented were not those that one finds at usual medical conferences. The general feed back from participants was that the conference was excellent.  The organisation of the conference was helped by university students from the medical academy, and other faculties including, engineering,  computer sciences, family studies, psychology and pharmacy who staffed the conference and reception desks, and  provided audio visual technical assistance.


Requests have been made for similar conferences to be held in Eastern Poland, Moscow, St Petersburg, Kaunus, Lithuania, the Czech republic and surprisingly Cuba. It is clear that MCI with these conferences by meeting a professional need is achieving its number 1 goal to “breathe “ life back into obstetrics and gynaecology and therefore maternal health care.

Dr R. L. Walley

Executive Director.

28/10/07

