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07-09. 11. 2003

Executive Committee / Bureau de la FIAMC
In Barcelona (Catalunya, Spain) some officers and delegates of  FIAMC held the Executive Committee of the Association. During the meeting, besides the discussion of many problems, they decided many improvements of the website; the need of a better knowledge and coordination of international cooperation; the edition of an electronic newsletter that in these pages shows its first edition. They discussed also the main topics and the general subject of the next International Congress that will be held in Barcelona on 12th -15th May  2006 and whose title will be: “Les Médecins catholiques et le défi de la pauvreté en l’ère de la globalisation” (Catholic doctors and the challenge of poverty in the globalisation age). They hope that in the next general meeting (that will be held in Rome in March 2004) they could be able to produce the first announcement with all topics and speakers. 
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10. 11. 2003
Speech of the Pope to the Pountifical Academy of Science  

Dear Members of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences,

I am especially pleased to greet you today as we celebrate the Four Hundredth Anniversary of the Pontifical Academy of Sciences. I thank the President of the Academy, Professor Nicola Cabibbo, for the kind sentiments expressed on your behalf and I acknowledge with gratitude the thoughtful gesture with which you have wished to commemorate the Silver Jubilee of my Pontificate.

The Accademia dei Lincei was founded in Rome in 1603 by Federico Cesi with the encouragement of Pope Clement VIII. In 1847 it was restored by Pius IX and in 1936 re-established by Pius XI. Its history is linked to that of many other Scientific Academies throughout the world. I am happy to welcome the Presidents and representatives of these institutions who have so kindly joined us today, especially the President of the Accademia dei Lincei.

I recall with gratitude the many meetings we have had over the past twenty-five years. They have been opportunities for me to express my great esteem for those who work in the various scientific fields. I have carefully listened to you, shared your concerns, and considered your suggestions. In encouraging your work I have emphasized the spiritual dimension always present in the search for truth. I have also affirmed that scientific research must be directed towards the common good of society and the integral development of its individual members.

Our gatherings have also enabled me to clarify important aspects of the Church’s doctrine and life relating to scientific research. We are united in our common desire to correct misunderstandings and even more to allow ourselves to be enlightened by the one Truth which governs the world and guides the lives of all men and women. I am more and more convinced that scientific truth, which is itself a participation in divine Truth, can help philosophy and theology to understand ever more fully the human person and God’s Revelation about man, a Revelation that is completed and perfected in Jesus Christ. For this important mutual enrichment in the search for the truth and the benefit of mankind, I am, with the whole Church, profoundly grateful.

The two topics which you have chosen for your meeting concern the life sciences, and in particular the very nature of human life. The first, Mind, Brain and Education, draws our attention to the complexity of human life and its pre-eminence over other forms of life. Neuroscience and neurophysiology, through the study of chemical and biological processes in the brain, contribute greatly to an understanding of its workings. But the study of the human mind involves more than the observable data proper to the neurological sciences. Knowledge of the human person is not derived from the level of observation and scientific analysis alone but also from the interconnection between empirical study and reflective understanding.

Scientists themselves perceive in the study of the human mind the mystery of a spiritual dimension which transcends cerebral physiology and appears to direct all our activities as free and autonomous beings, capable of responsibility and love, and marked with dignity. This is seen by the fact that you have decided to expand your research to include aspects of learning and education, which are specifically human activities. Thus your considerations focus not just on the biological life common to all living creatures but also include the interpretive and evaluative work of the human mind.

Scientists today often recognize the need to maintain a distinction between the mind and the brain, or between the person acting with free will and the biological factors which sustain his intellect and capacity to learn. In this distinction, which need not be a separation, we can see the foundation of that spiritual dimension proper to the human person which biblical Revelation explains as a special relationship with God the Creator (cf. Gen 2:7) in whose image and likeness every man and woman is made (cf. Gen 1:26-27).

The second topic of your meeting concerns Stem Cell Technology and Other Innovative Therapies. Research in this field has understandably grown in importance in recent years because of the hope it offers for the cure of ills affecting many people. I have on other occasions stated that stem cells for purposes of experimentation or treatment cannot come from human embryo tissue. I have instead encouraged research on adult human tissue or tissue superfluous to normal fetal development. Any treatment which claims to save human lives, yet is based upon the destruction of human life in its embryonic state, is logically and morally contradictory, as is any production of human embryos for the direct or indirect purpose of experimentation or eventual destruction.

Distinguished friends, reiterating my thanks for your valued assistance I invoke upon you and your families God’s abundant blessing. May your scientific work bear abundant fruit and may the activities of Pontifical Academy of Sciences continue to promote knowledge of the truth and contribute to the development of all peoples.
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09. 11. 2003
Beatification of Luigi Maria Monti

Founder of the Congregation of Immaculate Conception (that cares for sicks, especially of cutaneous illness, and has several religious that are also physicians. One of them, Dr. Emanuel Stablum, was one of the founder of Italian Medical Catholic Doctor Association and is now in the way of the altar).
“I saw water coming out from the treshold of the temple…where that water come, it heals (Ez 47, 1.9). The image of water, that all relives, is well lightening the life of the blessed Luigi Maria Monti, wholly devoted to heal body and soul sores of sicks and orphans. He was in the habit to call them “the little poors of Chirst”  and he served them enlived from a living faith, supported by a deep and steady prayer. In his evangelic dedication he always ispired himself to the Holy Virgin e put the Congreation that founded under the sign of the Immaculate Conception. How actual is the message of this new Blessed! For his spiritual sons and for all believers he is an example of faithfulness to the call of God and of announcement of charity Gospel; a model of solidarity towards the needy and of tender trust to the Immaculate Virgin.
(From the homily of the Pope at the blessing mass. Our translation from Italian) 
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     Dr. Pere Tarrés lived 45 years (1905-1945). He devoted himself eleven years of them to medicine and eleven to priesthood. So, half of his live was medical and half was priestly, but this division is badly specified: all his life was prieslty and medical.

· Vicepostulator:  Mn. Francesc Raventós I Pujol


Información de la causa (Informations about the beatification process):


Comisión pro beatificación del Dr. Tarrés,


Calle Joan Güell, 200


08028 BARCELONA (España) 


Tel. (93) 321.62.46 

     

· http:// doctortarres.free.es
Terri Schiavo artificial nutrition divides America
Theresa Marie Schindler was born in Pennsylvania on December 3, 1963 to Mary and Robert Schindler.  Charming, but decidedly bashful, Terri quickly developed a nurturing personality.

Her parents tell stories of Terri's devotion to family pets and to animals of every sort. Her sister and brother label Terri a lover of music - especially piano. She even wrote to musician John Denver to request he play at her wedding. Terri had a knack for art and her sketches are something of a treasure to her family. 

Terri came to Florida in the early 1980s and worked in an administrative capacity for a local insurance agency. She attended Catholic Mass with her sister and kept a close relationship with her immediate family. In 1990, Terri Schindler-Schiavo collapsed in the home she shared with her husband, Michael Schiavo. The cause of her collapse is unknown to this day, though one doctor has speculated that a potassium imbalance may have been a factor. 

Terri fell into a coma but awakened from her comatose state weeks later. She was left in what medical professionals call a "locked in state" with limited abilities to communicate or move. During the first months that followed Terri's mysterious collapse, she made progress. Medical practitioners noted her efforts to speak and her responsiveness. To this day, Terri remains disabled. Though she is responsive to stimuli, interacts with her environment and her loved ones and is capable of communicating in limited ways, she is a disabled and vulnerable adult - requiring protection, therapy and the route to recovery. Terri receives food and water by way of a gastric feeding tube. There are many amongst us and in all walks of life who receive assisted nutrition and hydration.
Terri has not received meaningful therapy since 1991 on the orders of her husband.  In 1998, Terri's husband petitioned the circuit courts of Pinellas County, Florida to end her life by removing her feeding tube. If her husband is successful, Terri will die of dehydration and starvation over the course of 10 to 14 days. While there are laws in place to protect her from such things, the courts have decided that her wish would be a death from dehydration and starvation as opposed to therapy and rehabilitation.
After alternate vicissitude on October 15 the Court approved the feeding tube withdrowal. But on October 21, 2003, the Florida Legislature and House passed a law allowing Florida's Governor, Jeb Bush, to issue an Executive Order allowing nutrition and hydration to be returned to the disabled Florida woman. Terri had been without nutrition and hydration for more than 6 days.
(from:  www.terrisfight.org)


STATEMENT OF THE CATHOLIC  BISHOPS OF FLORIDA
                                  August 27 2003
   We continue our fervent prayers for Terri Schiavo, for her family, and all involved in this most difficult and heart wrenching situation. After a fourth consideration of her case, the 2nd District Court of Appeals has upheld the latest order of the trial court judge to withdraw her hydration and nutrition tube. An emergency appeal to the Florida Supreme Court was denied. Barring unforeseen legal intervention, the trial court will soon re-schedule the removal of Mrs. Schiavo’s feeding tube.  It is most unfortunate that family members have not been able to agree on her care, forcing the Court’s involvement.

   Bishop Robert N. Lynch of the Diocese of St. Petersburg has spoken in detail to this case (Concerning Terri Schiavo).  His statement followed careful consultation with his brother Bishops and we fully support it.  Because of so much uncertainty and dispute, we reiterate his plea that her treatment be continued while all parties pursue a more clear understanding of her actual physical condition.

   Bishop Lynch’s statement clarifies the teaching of the Church that nourishment or hydration may be withheld or withdrawn where that treatment itself is causing harm to the patient or is useless because the patient’s death is imminent.  Church teaching is clear that there should be a presumption in favor of providing medically assisted nutrition and hydration to all patients as long as it is of sufficient benefit to outweigh the burdens involved to the patient.
   The Church cannot make this decision, but her teaching guides those who must:  the patient or those legally entitled to do so if the patient is unable.  If Mrs. Schiavo’s feeding tube were to be removed because the nutrition she receives is of no use to her, or because she is near death, or because it is unreasonably burdensome for her, her family, or caregivers, it could be seen as permissible.  But if her feeding tube were to be removed to intentionally cause her death, or because her life is perceived to be useless, or because it is believed that the quality of her life is such that she would be better off, this would be wrong.

   Without question, removal of Mrs. Schiavo’s feeding tube will result in her death.  We respect the need for finality of the court’s decision, but we urge additional time to allow greater certainty as to her true condition.  We respect, too, the limitations on new evidence being considered by the court, but in matters of life and death, exceptions should be made.  If additional medical treatment can be shown to be helpful to her condition, we urge that all parties involved take the safer course and allow it to be used.

   Just as we are concerned for Terri Schiavo, we are also concerned for others who are weak and vulnerable.  There is an inherent danger in assuming that food and water can simply be withheld without clearly knowing a patient’s wishes.  There is reason to be circumspect and ever careful in these cases.  We reject outright the euthanasia movement and its utilitarian standard that some lives are not worth living.  Every life is precious and unrepeatable.

   And finally, we remember there are times when one may refuse treatment that will result in a precarious and burdensome prolongation of life.  Properly, this may be seen as an expression of our hope in the life to come.  Let each of us communicate ahead of time with our families and loved ones, our wishes for treatment at the end of our lives.  To do so will give great comfort to them in an emotionally stressful time.

   We join our prayers with the family and loved ones of Terri Schiavo in this most difficult time.


Fédération International des Associations de Médecins Catholiques


World Federation of the Catholic Medical Associations





   N. 1       15-11-2003





El dr. Pere Tarrés i Claret vivió 45 años (1905-1950) de los   cuales de dicó once a la medicina y once al sacerdoci. Así pues, de su vida activa hay una mitad médica y otra mitad sacerdotal, pero mal se precisa esta división: toda su vida fue sacerdotal y medica.





Camino a los altares del dr. Tarrés


The way of the altar of dr. Tarrés


Le chemin des autels of docteur Tarrés
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"The administration of food and liquids, even artificially, is part of the normal treatment always due to the patient when this is not burdensome for him: their undue suspension could be real and properly so-called euthanasia."





Pontifical Council for Pastoral Assistance to Health Care Workers,  


Charter for health care workers, n. 121








