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18 May 2004 HAPPY BIRTHDAY JOHN PAUL II !!!

(Wadowice, Poland, 18 May 1920)
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FIAMC PRESS RELEASE

(released on 19 February 2004)

     HUMAN EMBRYO CLONING

   BY KOREAN SCIENTISTS

The recent announcement of the publication on “Science” of the successful development, by a Korean group of scientists, of thirty human embryos up to the stage of blastocysts, raises important questions for the entire scientific and medical community. According to newspapers, the Korean team collected 242 eggs, from which they succeeded in cloning 30 blastocysts, early stage embryos containing a mere 100 cells. From those, they harvested just one colony of viable stem cells. This is the first important achievement in cloning human embryos in the stem-cell quest that up till now many scientists have attempted without significant results. 

Differently from the unfounded mythology of Raelians and from the press announcements made by doctors in search of  easy fame, but without solid scientific grounds, like for example the Italian Dr. Antinori, the Korean announcement came from a sound and respected scientific group. Their work is going to be published on a scientific journal which carefully evaluates the quality of presented results, and it has been funded by governmental agencies.

Not only. Korean scientists presented their achievement as a contribution to the cure of important diseases, like Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s diseases and diabetes, and ascribed an intrinsic moral value to their initiative. In our view, it is just for these reasons that their results are more dramatically serious and need special attention. They call for the immediate organization of a strong cultural resistance on the part of bio-scientists and medical doctors.

In fact, it is immoral to invest enormous amounts of funds (including public funds), diverting them from their use to solve modern world-wide tragedies like AIDS, malaria, or malnutrition.

It is immoral to continue to seek the support of public opinion for these projects, with the promise of imminent treatment of many chronic diseases, although there is no certainty of feasibility for many years to come, and although any preparatory investigation on animals has been deliberately skipped.

It is immoral to present future results as a gift for mankind, although it is clear that treatment will be very expensive, and that it will be set up by organizations asking for enormous financial rewards.

More importantly, these projects are immoral because researchers must kill the cloned human embryos to extract stem cells. It is not acceptable to deliberately sacrifice the life of any human being, even if this is done in order to relieve the health problems of other human beings. A kind of philanthropy which does not recognize the intrinsic value of human beings, although as small and powerless as embryos, is not humane. 

We are convinced that, instead of being humanitarian, this attitude reflects utilitarian views, permitting the manipulation of public opinion, and providing support to areas of economic interest like research on embryonic stem cells. At the same time, it surrounds studies such as those carried out on adult stem cells with silence, although these studies have already produced important scientific and even clinical results. 

Not only. It is dangerous to promote the use of embryonic stem cells without considering their high potential for uncontrolled growth, which will translate to a high risk of malignancy, whenever it is used for tissue or organ repair or replacement.
Differently from other countries, like for example the U.S.A., Korea passed a bill on bioethics last December which permits human cloning for medical uses, and funded this controversial study on the basis of that bill.  

We ask that public authorities, universities and the media provide realistic information on the true situation with reference to the therapeutic possibilities made available  by embryonic and adult stem cells. 

We call for a total ban on the cloning of human embryos.  Adult stem cell researches should be encouraged instead.

If this does not happen, it is possible that the same lack of respect for the frailest of human beings which today produces blastocysts for research, tomorrow will not hesitate to clone human embryos in order to produce serial children.  

This is the time to stop: it is difficult to control the use of human embryos, once their production has been permitted!

       Prof. Gian Luigi Gigli, M.D.

    President 
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CANONIZATION of 

GIANNA BERETTA MOLLA

paediatrician

VATICAN CITY, MAY 16, 2004 (Zenit.org).- John Paul II presented the beauty of the family when canonizing an Italian doctor who accepted the risk of death rather than endanger her unborn child The Pope recalled Molla (1922-1962) as "a simple yet especially significant messenger of divine love" when he canonized her and five others today in St. Peter's Square.

"A few days before her marriage, in a letter to her future husband, she wrote: 'Love is the most beautiful sentiment that the Lord has put in the spirit of man,'" the Holy Father said in his homily. Present at the canonization were Molla's widowed husband and three children.

"Following the example of Christ, who 'having loved his own ... he loved them to the end,' this holy mother of a family was heroically faithful to the commitment she took on the day of her marriage," the Pope said.

"The supreme sacrifice that sealed her life testifies that only the one who has the courage to give himself totally to God and to brothers fulfills himself," he added.

He added also: "May our age be able to discover, through the example of Gianna Beretta Molla, the pure, chaste and fruitful beauty of conjugal love, lived as a response  to the divine call!"

ZE04051610

The Canonization of Dr. Gianna Beretta Molla, mother and paediatrician, had been announced during the Ordinary Public Consistory, presided over by the Holy Father, which took place on February 19.

PROFILE OF THE NEW SAINT DOCTOR

Saint Gianna Beretta Molla was born in Magenta (Milan), Italy, on 4 October 1922, the 10th of 13 children. Already as a young girl she willingly accepted the gift of faith and the clearly Christian  education that she received from her excellent parents. As a result, she experienced life as a marvelous gift from God, had a strong faith in Providence and was convinced of the necessity and effectiveness of  prayer. 
She diligently dedicated herself to studies during the years of her secondary and university education, while, at the same time, applying her faith in generous apostolic service among the elderly and  needy as a member of the St. Vincent de Paul Society. After earning degrees in medicine and surgery from the University of Pavia in 1949, she opened a medical clinic in Mesero (near Magenta) in 1950. She specialized  in pediatrics at the University of Milan in 1952 and thereafter gave special attention to mothers, babies, the elderly and the poor.                      While working in the field of medicine--which she considered a "mission" and practiced as such--she increased her generous service to Catholic Action, especially among the "very  young" and, at the same time, expressed her joie de vivre and love of creation through skiing  and mountaineering. Through her prayers and those of others, she reflected on her vocation, which she also considered a gift from God. Having chosen the vocation of marriage, she embraced it with  complete enthusiasm and wholly dedicated herself "to forming a truly Christian family." 
She became engaged to Pietro Molla and was radiant with joy and happiness during the time of their engagement, for which she thanked and praised the Lord. They were married on 24 September 1955 in  St. Martin's Basilica in Magenta, and she became a happy wife. In November 1956, to her great joy, she became the mother of Pierluigi; in December 1957 of Mariolina; in July 1959 of Laura. With simplicity  and equilibrium she harmonized the demands of mother, wife, doctor and her passion for life.
Blessed Gianna Beretta Molla, protectress of mothers and families, died in 1962 as a martyr of maternal  love . In September of 1961, at the age of 39, Blessed Gianna was pregnant with her fourth child when physicians diagnosed a large ovarian cyst which required surgery. The surgeon suggested that Gianna  undergo an abortion in order to save her own life. Gianna's decision was prompt and decisive: "I shall accept whatever they will do to me provided they save the child." She underwent the surgery but her  fate was sealed. The following year, on Good Friday, Gianna was admitted to Monza Maternity Hospital. Her daughter, Gianna Emanuela, was born the next day but Blessed Gianna expired seven  days later, on April 28, 1962.                               
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· English web site:
www. gianna.org                                                                                                                

Research developments with adult stem cell

  Stem cells have been discovered in the heart which can become cardiac muscle cells, Japanese researchers report in the Journal of Biological Chemistry. "Clinical application is still a long way off, but if the regeneration capability of stem cells can be used, we can treat injured hearts," says Professor Issei Komuro, of Chiba University. ~ ABC online, Apr 30 

  Florida scientists have discovered that transplanted adult bone marrow cells can regenerate nerve cells in the brain. They autopsied brain tissue of three women who had bone marrow transplants from men. Some of the bone marrow stem cells had migrated to the brain. All three women had "transgender" brain tissue and the longest survivor had three different types of brain tissue, including neurons. These findings could foreshadow treatments for Parkinson's disease. ~ The Lancet, May 1 

  Clinical trials in South America of stem cell transplants for patients with heart failure suggest that they might be able to help treat heart disease. Researchers from the University of Pittsburgh School of Medicine have seen no complications. This puts them at odds with other recent studies which found that stem cell therapies for heart failure were ineffective or had side-effects. ~ Nature News Service, Apr 27  

EUROPE-EUTHANASIE : A PROPOS DU RAPPORT MARTY

 STRASBOURG, 27 avr (AFP) - La difficile question de l'euthanasie a été débattue mardi à l'Assemblée parlementaire du Conseil de l'Europe (APCE) dont les membres ont renvoyé en commission un rapport controversé du Suisse Dick Marty, faute de consensus. 
Les parlementaires ont décidé par 68 voix contre 33 de renvoyer le rapport élaboré par M. Marty (libéral) en commission des Questions sociales et de la famille à l'issue d'un débat de plus de deux heures. Cette commission devra présenter un nouveau rapport dans un délai d'un an, à la lumière des différentes interventions de mardi. 
Plus d'une trentaine de parlementaires des 45 Etats membres du Conseil de l'Europe, de tous bords et de toutes nationalités, sont tour à tour intervenus pour exposer des points de vue multiples, souvent opposés au rapport, sur la base d'arguments éthiques, juridiques, moraux, religieux ou sociaux. 
Le rapport de M. Marty avait déjà été retiré du calendrier des deux dernières sessions de l'Assemblée, en septembre 2003 et en janvier 2004, témoignant de l'embarras et des divisions que suscite la question de l'euthanasie parmi les parlementaires. 
Les législations européennes sur l'euthanasie restent très disparates. 
Cette pratique reste souvent taboue, certains pays admettant implicitement le "suicide assisté", et de nombreux autres se refusant à réglementer l'"euthanasie active". Les Pays-Bas et la Belgique sont les seuls pays au monde à l'avoir légalisée. 
USAGE THERAPEUTIQUE DES CELLULES SOUCHES DE LA MOELLE OSSEUSE

Le quotidien français "Le Monde" revient sur l'importante découverte des biologistes américains de l'université de Floride concernant la capacité des cellules souches de la moelle osseuse à régénérer le cerveau, indique la revue de presse de la Fondation Jérôme Lejeune (www.genethique.org, cf. revue de presse du 03/05/04). Les biologistes ont travaillé sur des prélèvements cérébraux effectués sur des femmes décédées des suites d'une leucémie quelques années après avoir reçu une greffe de la moelle osseuse de donneur masculin. En retrouvant dans les zones cérébrales prélevées la présence du chromosome Y, ils ont conclu que les cellules souches hématopoïétiques de la moelle osseuse avaient migré jusqu'au cerveau. Cette découverte vient confirmer les importants travaux du Dr Catherine Verfaillie de l'Institut des cellules souches de l'université du Minnesota qui avait démontré l'existence de cellules souches adultes capables de se différencier dans les trois tissus embryonnaires (ectoderme, l'endoderme et le mésoderme) à l'origine de tous les tissus et organes. Cette publication scientifique apporte un élément de plus en faveur de la recherche sur les cellules souches adultes dans le traitement des maladies dégénératives pour lesquelles certains préfèrent continuer pourtant d'essayer d'utiliser des cellules souches embryonnaire, malgré les réticences éthiques qui s'imposent. Cf. Edward W. Scott et le Pr Dennis A. Steindler, responsables du programme sur les cellules souches et la médecine "régénérative" de l'université de Floride.

 

(Vendredi 7 mai 2004, ZENIT.org)

· Pour plus d'informations :

La Lettre Genethique d'août 2002 sur   les travaux du Dr Verfaillie

Le dossier Genethique sur les cellules souches  "Le Monde" (Jean-Yves Nau) du 07/05/04

NEW SPAHNISH LAW WOULD FORCE DOCTORS TO PERFORM ABORTIONS

MADRID, Spain, May 7 (CNA) - Numerous health care professionals in Spain are expressing their concern about two bills sponsored by Green party and leftist legislators that would impose fines and strip the medical licenses of doctors who refuse to practice abortions. The two bills proposed by environmentalist and leftwing lawmakers would allow abortion if two doctors certify a woman's request for the procedure. As a result, both bills would stipulate that doctors, nurses and health care workers who refuse to participate in the performing of an abortion would be accused of denial of treatment, an offense which in Spanish penal code results in the loss of one's medical license and the imposition of fines. In addition, the bills propose the creation of an official list of healthcare professionals who have refused to participate in abortions. Healthcare professionals fear the beginning of a "witch hunt" with an unconstitutional law that respects neither the right to life nor freedom of conscience. A similar bill was proposed by the Socialist Party (PSOE) when it was last in majority, between the years of 1993-1995.  At that time it failed to pass.

FDA DECIDES TO KEEP MORNING-AFTER PILL FROM GOING OVER-THE-COUNTER

WASHINGTON DC, USA, May 7 (CNA) - Citing a concern that young teenagers may not safely use the morning-after pill without a doctor's guidance, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) late yesterday officially rejected a plan to make the pill available over-the-counter. In a written statement yesterday, the Family Research Council praised the FDA decision and urged the federal body to stand firm in its decision. Had the FDA decided to make the morning-after pill been available over-the-counter, young girls would have had easy access to the abortifacient drug, without first consulting a doctor. "Women taking the birth-control pill consult with their doctors once a year for medical check-ups," said council president Tony Perkins in the statement. "The morning-after pill is 50 times stronger, and yet over-the-counter access would have allowed women and girls to take this dangerous drug without any medical oversight." If the morning-after pill had been approved as over-the-counter medication, the decision to use it would have been "between young girls and a pharmacy counter, with no accountability or safeguards in place," said the council. "We are glad the FDA saw it differently." The Family Research Council "applauds the FDA for putting the safety of American women and girls above the wishes of the pro-abortion lobby and we encourage them to hold their ground," reads the statement.

MÉXICO: MÉDICOS CATÓLICOS DENUNCIAN LA NUEVA ESCLAVITUD POR CLONACIÓN

MÉXICO, martes, 4 mayo 2004 (ZENIT.org).- La Asociación de Médicos Católicos de la arquidiócesis primada de México ha emitido un comunicado en el que advierte sobre los peligros y las nuevas esclavitudes a las que se va a enfrentar el país por la aprobación de la Cámara de Senadores de la investigación con células estaminales embrionarias con fines experimentales. «Por un lado --argumentan los médicos católicos--, algunos legisladores justifican la muerte de los embriones alegando que servirá para curar enfermedades o simplemente niegan que los embriones concebidos sean seres humanos».  «Por el otro --añaden--, científicos y expertos han explicado a los legisladores que no es necesario matar para conseguir las mismas células y defienden la vida en su fase inicial». A continuación, los médicos católicos de la arquidiócesis primada de México, cuyo pastor es el cardenal Norberto Rivera Carrera, hacen la distinción sobre lo que son las células estaminales embrionarias y lo que ocurre cuando las células estaminales son extraídas de un embrión, que, finalmente impide que el embrión pueda seguir desarrollándose, condenándole a muerte. «Ante esta nueva polémica --explican-- la Iglesia denuncia una nueva forma de racismo, según la cual, la vida de algunos mexicanos no sería más que un fármaco para otros. Basándonos en el estatuto biológico, legal y antropológico del embrión humano y en los principios fundamentales bioéticos, científicos es ilícito matar a un inocente incluso cuando se trata de reportar un beneficio a la sociedad mexicana». Recientemente, la urgencia de crear el Instituto de Medicina Genómica, hizo modificar un texto aprobado por el Congreso de la Unión en diciembre de 2003 al suprimir la ultima parte del inciso primero del articulo 7 bis de la ley de Institutos de Salud que impedía ser sujetos de investigación a las células troncales humanas de embriones vivos o aquellas obtenidas por transplante nuclear. El texto fue reformado y aprobado por el Senado de la República y abre, ahora, posibilidades ilimitadas para la experimentación con embriones bajo la premisa de que las aplicaciones terapéuticas de las células estaminales podrían ayudar a tratar enfermedades muy diversas. Sin embargo, añaden los médicos católicos, «todo esto queda aún en el plano de las promesas». El comunicado afirma que con la eliminación del texto en la ley del Instituto de Medicina Genómica se inicia una nueva y terrible forma de esclavitud en México, pues «no puede negarse que la intención de la eugenesia latente abre las puertas a la explotación del embrión humano».  Denuncia, asimismo, «lo aberrante que resulta invertir en tales investigaciones enormes fondos públicos, sustrayéndolos de soluciones a las tragedias nacionales tales como el desabasto en medicamentos básicos, la saturación del sistema de salud o la malnutrición de miles de mexicanos». Finalmente, señalan que es absurdo «seguir buscando el apoyo de la opinión pública para estos proyectos prometiendo el inminente tratamiento de muchas enfermedades crónicas, aunque no haya certeza alguna de verdadera aplicación clínica durante muchísimos años aún y aunque toda investigación preliminar sobre animales se haya omitido deliberadamente».

                          
· 1-4 July 2004, Bratislava (Slovak Republic): 10th CONGRESS OF FEAMC
(Féderation Européenne des Associations Médicales Catholiques / European Federation of Catholic Medical Associations):
New Challenges for Medicine and Health Care in Europe
·   23-25 September 2004, Orlando, Florida (USA): CMA Annual Meeting & National Con- ference: The Vocation of Medicine in the Third Millennium
·  13-17 October 2004, Rome (Istituto “Maria SS. Bambina”)
  Third International Workshop on Obstetrics and Gynaecology
· 8-9 November 2004, Paris: First international Jerome Lejeune conference 
  Genetic mental retardation: from molecular biology to treatment"

·  25-27 November 2004, Taipei (Taiwan): 13th Congress of AFCMA
"Love, Hope and Faith in Family Health Care"
Secretariat: 362 Chung Cheng Rd., Hsientien, Taipei Hsien 231, Taiwan
Fédération International des Associations de Médecins Catholiques
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