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DECREE

The fiternational Federation of Catholic Medical Assaciations (F.LAMGC) was
founded on November 5, 1966, in Manila (Philippines), during the XI International
Congress of the Catholic Doctors, The F.LAM.C. came into being as a result of the
experience of association ol Catholic doctors that had begun towards the end ol the
nineteenth century.

Subzequent to the congress of its [oundation, the lirst Statutes ol the F.LAMC.
wiere approved by the Holy See om November 300, 1966 (cf. Secretariat of State, Letter
addressed o Professor Mariano Alimurung, Prol. o, 83649, The fnternational Federation
of Catholic Medical Associations has conscltative stalus with Conseil E::mu:rmiqu-: el
Social de "ON. UL (ECOS0OC).

Axowe read i the Statutes, “the first amm of FLAM.C. 15 to promote an image of
the doctor and a medical practice centered on the dignity of the human persen, the detense
of every human life and the promotion of health, according to the values and meaning of
Christian anthropology, as it is proposed by the Magisterium of the Church™ (Sraine, art.

2,8 1}

The Second Vatican Council, together with the post-conciliar teaching, has given
spectal altention to the importance of new forms of association of the Christian faithtul
and therr participation m the life of the Church. Deep esteem and consideration has been
shown to them (cf. Decree on the Apostolate of the Laitv dpostolicam agotiositaten, 18,
19 andd 21; John Paul 11, Post-synodal Apostolic Exhortation Cheisrifideles laici, 29). In
his Apostolic Letter, Novo milleanio fneante, His Holiness John Paul 11 wrote about the
areat imporfance of “the promotion of forms of association, whether of the more
traditional kind or the newer ecclesial movements which continue to give the Church a
vitality that 15 God’s gill and a true “springtime of the Spinit"™ (46),

The New Code of Canon Law of 1983 established a new juridical framewock for
the associations of the faithful. Consequently, the Pontifical Council for the Laity, in full
accord with the Secretaniat of State requested all International Catholic Organizations to
reformulate their canonical status according to the new universal legislation of the Church
{Letler of February 6, 20030,
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Consequently:

Having examined the request presented to the Pontifical Council for the Laity by
[ir, José Maria Simén, President of the fiternational Federation of Catholic Medical
Assacioationns,

After an in depth study of the text of the new Statutes:
In light of article 134 of the Apostolic constitution Pastor Sonuy Tor the Roman
Curta and according to canon 312, § |, 17 of the Code of Canon Law,

The Pontifical Council for the Laity decrees:

L. The erectiom of the fmternational Federation of Catholic Medical Associations
[F.LAMC), according to canonical normative in foree, as a public mternational

association of the faihful, with juridical personality, according lo canons 298-320 amd
327-329 of the Code of Canon Law.

2. The approval of the Statutes, that have been approprately modifhed, duly
authenticated by this Dicastery and deposited in our archives,

Fronm the Vatican, September 8, 2009, ["east of the Nativity of the Rlessed Virgin
Mary,
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